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Swanson, Peter Eight perfect murders

Years ago, bookseller and mystery aficionado Malcolm Kershaw compiled a list of the genre’s most 
unsolvable murders, those that are almost impossible to crack—which he titled “Eight Perfect 
Murders”.  But no one is more surprised than Mal, now the owner of the Old Devils Bookshop in 
Boston, when an FBI agent comes knocking on his door one snowy day in February. She’s looking 
for information about a series of unsolved murders that look eerily similar to the killings on Mal’s 
old list. And the FBI agent isn’t the only one interested in this bookseller who spends almost every 
night at home reading. The killer is out there, watching his every move—a diabolical threat who 
knows way too much about Mal’s personal history, especially the secrets he’s never told anyone, 
even his recently deceased wife.  To protect himself, Mal begins looking into possible suspects—and 
sees a killer in everyone around him. But Mal doesn’t count on the investigation leaving a trail of 
death in its wake. Suddenly, a series of shocking twists leaves more victims dead—and the noose 
around Mal’s neck grows so tight he might never escape.

Yes

Jusay, Jeremy The strange ones

Anjeline walks with an open heart, but alone, through a world that consistently rejects her; Franck, 
another loner, never smiles. After the hand of fate literally shoves them together in the roiling mosh 
pit at a Midtown rock concert, they bond over the long commute back to Staten Island, and begin a 
friendship that makes the world a little better for them both. Together, this strange pair turns the 
sharp-edged, gloomy New York City into their playground...even as pain and heartbreak await 
around the corner. 

Yes

Hakakian, Roya
Journey from the land of No: 
a girlhood caught in 
revolutionary Iran

Roya Hakakian recalls her childhood and adolescence in prerevolutionary Iran with candor and 
verve. The result is a beautifully written coming-of-age story about one deeply intelligent and 
perceptive girl’s attempt to find an authentic voice of her own at a time of cultural closing and 
repression. Remarkably, she manages to re-create a time and place dominated by religious 
fanaticism, violence, and fear with an open heart and often with great humor.

No

Hackwith, A.J. Library of the unwritten

Many years ago, Claire was named Head Librarian of the Unwritten Wing—a neutral space in Hell 
where all the stories unfinished by their authors reside. Her job consists mainly of repairing and 
organizing books, but also of keeping an eye on restless stories that risk materializing as characters 
and escaping the library. When a Hero escapes from his book and goes in search of his author, Claire 
must track and capture him with the help of former muse and current assistant Brevity and nervous 
demon courier Leto.

But what should have been a simple retrieval goes horrifyingly wrong when the terrifyingly angelic 
Ramiel attacks them, convinced that they hold the Devil's Bible. The text of the Devil's Bible is a 
powerful weapon in the power struggle between Heaven and Hell, so it falls to the librarians to find 
a book with the power to reshape the boundaries between Heaven, Hell ... and Earth. 

Yes

Margaret Renkl
Late migrations: a natural 
history of love and loss

Growing up in Alabama, Renkl was a devoted reader, an explorer of riverbeds and red-dirt roads, 
and a fiercely loved daughter. Here, in brief essays, she traces a tender and honest portrait of her 
complicated parents--her exuberant, creative mother; her steady, supportive father--and of the 
bittersweet moments that accompany a child's transition to caregiver.  Renkl offers observations on 
the world surrounding her suburban Nashville home. Ringing with rapture and heartache, these 
essays convey the dignity of bluebirds and rat snakes, monarch butterflies and native bees. As these 
two threads haunt and harmonize with each other, Renkl suggests that there is astonishment to be 
found in common things: in what seems ordinary, in what we all share. For in both worlds--the 
natural one and our own--"the shadow side of love is always loss, and grief is only love's own twin."

No

Morrison, Toni Beloved Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later she is still not free. She has borne the unthinkable and not gone mad, yet she is still held captive by memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous things happened. Meanwhile Sethe’s house has long been troubled by the angry, destructive ghost of her baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved.Yes

Morrison, Toni The bluest eye Set in the author's girlhood hometown of Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed children in America. In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in the Breedloves' garden do not bloom. Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating ways.Yes

Nafisi, Azar
Reading Lolita in Tehran: a 
memoir in books Sethe works at beating back the past, but it makes itself heard and felt incessantly in her memory and in the lives of those around her. When a mysterious teenage girl arrives, calling herself Beloved, Sethe’s terrible secret explodes into the present.Yes

Ruiz, Miguel 
The four agreements: a 
practical guide to personal 
freedom

In The Four Agreements, don Miguel Ruiz reveals the source of self-limiting beliefs that rob us of joy 
and create needless suffering. Based on ancient Toltec wisdom, the Four Agreements offer a 
powerful code of conduct that can rapidly transform our lives to a new experience of freedom, true 
happiness, and love. The Four Agreements are: Be Impeccable With Your Word, Don't Take 
Anything Personally, Don't Make Assumptions, Always Do Your Best.

Yes

Sloan, Robin
Mr. Penumbra's 24 hour 
bookstore

The Great Recession has shuffled Clay Jannon away from life as a San Francisco web-design drone 
and into the aisles of Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore, but after a few days on the job, Clay 
discovers that the store is more curious than either its name or its gnomic owner might suggest. 
The customers are few, and they never seem to buy anything; instead, they "check out" large, 
obscure volumes from strange corners of the store. Suspicious, Clay engineers an analysis of the 
clientele's behavior, seeking help from his variously talented friends, but when they bring their 
findings to Mr. Penumbra, they discover the bookstore's secrets extend far beyond its walls. 

Yes

Sloan, Robin Sourdough

Lois Clary, a software engineer at a San Francisco robotics company, codes all day and 
collapses at night. When her favourite sandwich shop closes up, the owners leave her with the 
starter for their mouthwatering sourdough bread.  Lois becomes the unlikely hero tasked to 
care for it, bake with it and keep this needy colony of microorganisms alive. Soon she is baking 
loaves daily and taking them to the farmer's market, where an exclusive close-knit club runs 
the show.  When Lois discovers another, more secret market, aiming to fuse food and 
technology, a whole other world opens up. But who are these people, exactly?

Yes


